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Photo 1.3  An example of egocentrism, Boston style.

Indeed, egocentrism is an important reason 
why we rely on the availability heuristic. It 
takes a lot of time and effort to perceive the 
world from a perspective other than our own. 
Take another example. In this culture, we often 
say, “The run rises in the morning,” and “The 
sun sets in the evening.” In reality, the sun 
does not go anywhere; we on Earth are mov-
ing, but we cannot see or feel that motion. 
Therefore, what is available to us is whether 
we can see the sun. Thanks to our egocen-
trism, it appears thesun is moving, but it is not. 
Although being egocentric is normally not a 
problem to our daily functioning, it can 
require some altering of our thinking when 
presented with information, especially quan-
titative information that may feel impersonal 
and that counters our perspectives. For 
instance, one of my best friends from high 
school grew up in Massachusetts before moving to Plano, Texas, where we met. A few months after he moved, 
his family decided to vacation in the Rio Grande Valley in South Texas. They were shocked at how long a drive 
it would be from Plano (about 9 hours). After all, it was all in the same state. However, states in the northeastern 
United States are geographically smaller than they are in the southwestern United States. So to get from one 

Photo 1.4  Winning at the casino seems so easy on TV.
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